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Forests are critical for maintenance of ecological balance, acting as carbon sinks
and combating the threats of climate change. Forests play a crucial role in
supporting a diversity of complex ecosystems providing the habit for a variety of
flora and fauna, besides maintaining the stability of the ecosystem, regulation of
water table, prevention of soil erosion and carbon sequestration. More than 80%
of the world’s living organisms directly or indirectly depend on the forest. But
every year a major portion of the forest is lost to the shake of developments of
humans as well as the increasing human population and followed by their
activities. This has an adverse effect on Nature like increasing CO2 emission,
global warming, reduction of the Ozone layer, etc. which is a further cause of
extinction of many races from the Earth.

To raise awareness amongst the students regarding the importance of forests, The
Eco Club of Surendranath Law College, Kolkata organized multiple events for the
celebration of “International Day of Forests” on 21st March 2023 which were
coordinated and supervised by Prof. Dr. Mohammadi Tarannum, Vice-Principal
of the College at the premises. The college adopted the ‘Go Green’ initiative for
the whole day of this celebration.

On 28th November 2012 the UN General Assembly designated 21st March as
International Day of Forests or The World Forest Day. Since then, every
year this day is celebrated to raise awareness about the importance of Forest.
Every year a theme is selected by the Food and Agricultural Organization of the
United Nation. This year the theme was “Forests & sustainable production
and consumption.”

The event played an instrument role in raising consciousness amongst students
regarding the importance of forests and environmental protection. Students were
able to appreciate the importance of forests in the ecosystem and the necessity
of preserving them for succeeding generations. The role of the forests in ensuring
environmental sustainability, water table management, combating greenhouse
gases emissions and global warming were highlighted in the programme. Students
also got to know various laws, constitutional and national legal frameworks, and
policies that protect the forests. The students of the college also performed a
street play at the college entrance as a means of awareness campaign regarding
forestry protection which enthralled the audience.
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