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 Celebration of International Day of Biological Diversity -Essay 

Competition -2021 

Biodiversity refers to the incredible variety of living organisms that inhabit our 

planet which is the foundation upon which human existence and well-being 

depends. This concept, first coined by Walter G. Rosen in 1985, encompasses the 

diversity of all life forms. In recent times, biodiversity confronts numerous 

challenges from threats such as habitat loss and fragmentation, overexploitation 

of natural resources, pollution, invasive species, and climate change, which is 

being driven by human activities and has already led to the extinction of many 

species and the degradation of ecosystems worldwide. To address this critical 

issue and raise awareness about the importance of preserving biodiversity, the 

United Nations established the International Day for Biological Diversity which is 

celebrated on May 22nd every year. This date holds special significance as it 

commemorates the momentous adoption of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

and the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, back in 1992.  The primary goal 

behind this initiative was to emphasise upon the preservation and sustainable 

utilisation of the diverse varieties of life on our planet. 
 
The Eco Club of Surendranath Law College, Kolkata organized an Essay Writing 

Competition on “Law Relating to Climate Change” or “Bio-Diversity and Law” 

on 4thJune 2021, as a part of observance of the “Bio-Diversity Day” celebrated 

on 22nd May. This innovative event proposed& counselled by Dr. Mohammadi 

Tarannum, Vice-Principal of the Surendranath Law College. Approximately 34 

students of the College enthusiastically took part in this essay writing competition 

which served as a noble initiative to make the entire student community 

consciousness about the indispensability of biodiversity conservation and 

protection.  

 

The International Day for Biological Diversity falls within the scope of the UN Post-

2015 Development Agenda's Sustainable Development Goals. In this larger 

initiative of international cooperation, the topic of biodiversity concerns 

stakeholders in sustainable agriculture; desertification, land degradation and 

drought; water and sanitation; health and sustainable development; energy; 

science, technology and innovation, knowledge-sharing and capacity-building; 



urban resilience and adaptation; sustainable transport; climate change and 

disaster risk reduction; oceans and seas; forests; vulnerable groups including 

indigenous peoples; and food security. 
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