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ABOUT THE COLLEGE:-

Mental illness and its resulting consequences have significant repurcussi Indian
Penal Code, 1860 states that “"Nothing is an offence, which is done by a person
who, at the time of doing it, by reason of unsoundness of mind, is incapable of
knowing the nature of the act, or that he is doing what is either wrong or contrary
to law. Relationship between psychiatry and law most often comes into play at the
time of treatment of PMI. Treatment of PMI often involves curtailment of personal
liberty of psychiatric patients. Most of the countries in the World have laws
regulating treatment of psychiatric patients. Though there are elaborate
descriptions of various forms of mental disorders in various treatises in
Ayurveda,[7] the care of mentally ill in the asylums in India is a British
innovation.[8] After the takeover of the administration of India by the British
crown in 1858, a large number of laws were enacted in quick succession for
controlling the care and treatment of mentally ill persons in British India.[9] These
laws were”

Surendranath Law College, a Calcutta University Affiliated College, was
established in the year 1885, by Nationalist, Educationalist, Leader and Scholar
Surendranath Banerjee, with the view to facilitate an infrastructure essential for
the study of law. The establishment of Surendranath Law College was a pivotal
move, for IndianLegal Education system as it is one of the oldest Law College in
British India,and it has exemplified professional competence, social importance
and academic excellence. Surendranath Law College carries the legacy of
nurturing Leadership, Ascendency and Superintendence in the heart of the future
renowned revolutionist. Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Indian independence activist,
lawyer, scholar and subsequently, the first President of India was the alumni of
Surendranath Law College.

ABOUT THE PROGRAMME :

Date - 17. 08. 2022

Speaker- Mr. Imitaz Ahmed, Advocate at Calcutta High Court , Additional Public
Prosecutor.

Topic - Crime and Mentallllness : Is there a connection ? A study in the light of
Indian Penal Code 1860.

Discussion - We had an informative session where our speaker spoke about how
mental illness, is the most traumatic illness a person can have. When an individual



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3705679/#ref7
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3705679/#ref8
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3705679/#ref9

suffers from mental illness one tries to attempt suicide or suffers from mere
depression. Depression is a common mental disorder. Globally, more than 264
million people of all the ages suffer from depression.

The defence of insanity is a law that protects a person who is incapable of
understanding the nature of the act done by him. Sir also discussed how
pornography has direct link on children, and how it helps in committing major
crimes in our society. Insanity defence is primarily used in criminal prosecutions.
It is based on the assumption that at the time of the crime, the defendant was
suffering from severe mental illness and therefore, was incapable of appreciating
the nature of the crime and differentiating right from wrong behaviour, hence
making them not legally accountable for crime. Insanity defence is a legal concept,
not a clinical one (medical one). This means that just suffering from a mental
disorder is not sufficient to prove insanity.

Outcome - The outcome was informative and all the students received a wide
deeper knowledge about the above-mentioned topic. The lecture was great
success and fruitful.
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